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CLIMATE CHANGE — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.32 pm]: I rise this afternoon to express my concern about some 
comments the Premier made about climate change in Western Australia. The Premier told 6PR last week that he 
does not believe that WA and Australia are in a climate emergency. Has the Premier forgotten which political party 
he represents? Only the other day, Labor’s federal climate spokesperson, Mark Butler, stated that it is abundantly 
clear that there is a climate emergency. Perhaps the Premier forgot to read the memo. 
The Premier then took a leaf straight out of the Scott Morrison playbook, saying that climate activists are frightening 
children by telling the truth about climate change. Let me be extremely clear: it is not activists who are frightening 
the community; it is the Premier. When the Premier says that he cares about climate change but he is in charge of 
the only state in Australia in which emissions are rising, he frightens our children. When he says he cares about 
climate change, but allows the true criminals to get off scot-free and continue to pollute, he frightens our children. 
When he says that he cares about climate change but continues to accept donations from climate criminals, he 
frightens our children. Let us not forget that it was children who organised one of the biggest marches in 
Western Australian history, at which 13 000 people took to the streets last month to demand climate action.  
In case members missed the memo again, these people were not protesting to stop climate activists from frightening 
them; they were protesting to tell politicians to grow up, take responsibility and do something. Members are right 
that our children should not be frightened. The fact that young people experience climate anxiety is an absolute 
tragedy, but we are the only ones who can stop this. We cannot do this by sticking our heads in the sand and 
pretending that climate change is not happening. We are the adults in the room, and for once we need to act like it. 
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